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Greetings from the staff and Council of Ponoka County. Each new year brings expectations and challenges.
We face uncertainty together, with trade wars and inflation affecting households and businesses alike.
Despite these difficulties, Ponoka County is committed to providing high-quality service to its ratepayers.

The Council has shown consistency in difficult times, effectively advocating for community interests. As
Reeve and Division 4 Councillor, | am honoured to serve this rural Alberta community with a strategic and
balanced approach. We aim to make decisions that reflect the will of residents while addressing
challenges like broadband connectivity, responsible land use and stewardship.

Change is inevitable, but we remain dedicated to meeting the demands of growth and supporting the
needs of our community. Our goal is to maintain the lowest tax rate among Alberta municipalities while
meeting infrastructure demands. However, the decisions made by the Government of Alberta have
significantly impacted our ability to meet your needs, and | want to ensure you understand how these
choices are affecting you.

Firstly, your property taxes include $813,394 of policing costs which has been downloaded from the
province in recent years. Property tax is a highly inefficient method of income generation and is only truly
effective for maintaining infrastructure like bridges and roads. Using property tax to fund police services
exceeds the scope typically managed by municipalities. While the promised income tax cut from the 2025
budget may seem beneficial, please consider reviewing your property tax assessment to see how the
education portion increased from the previous year to better understand where the funds were sourced for
this cut. The education portion of property taxes is a direct transfer from Municipalities to the Provincial
Government and Ponoka County’s education tax assessment increased from $8.4 million in 2024 to $9.7
million in 2025.

Property tax is an imperfect mechanism for covering education expenses, and both the council and
administration have been striving to minimize increases for as long as possible. We will continue to
support the ratepayers of Ponoka and endeavor to provide the highest level of service possible.

Ponoka County is lucky to have such a dedicated management, administration and public works team that
are dedicated to giving you the best possible service in an effective manner. Itis indeed a gift to have the
opportunity to work with such amazing people and thank you for allowing us to serve you.

Reeve Paul McLauchlin
Division 4 Councillor

If you would like to subscribe to
County updates and events please
go to our website and sign up at
the bottom of the home page

SUBSCRIBE FOR PONOKA COUNTY NEWS & UPDATES

Or use this QR code to be taken
directly to the sign up form
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Contribution by Property Type
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In 2024, the oil & gas sector

contributed 75% ($24,008,656.53)

29% of the total property taxes levied
($32,011,542.04) in our county.
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You can view the complete audited financial statements for 2024 on our website https://www.ponokacounty.com
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Have you ever wondered how property taxes in Ponoka County compare to surrounding municipalities? See below for a brief comparison.
Ponoka County Council has always prioritized keeping taxes low while providing excellent service to the residents.

Residential Tax Comparison With Neighboring Counties Based on 2024 Rates

*ASFF - Alberta School Ponoka Clearwater Lacombe Leduc County of Camrose Red Deer Flagstaff Stettler
Foundation Fund County County County County Wetaskiwin County County County County
*ASFF Requistion Mill Rate  2.37626 2.3412 2.491 2.4428 2.3923 2.4911 2.4149 2.3399 2.4282
Residential Mill Rate 2.01 2.9207 2.8334 2.9956 3.5628 3.86141 4.3795 5.2417 5.4606
Total Mill Rate|  4.38626 5.2619 5.3244 5.4384 5.9551 6.35251 6.7944 7.5816 7.8888
PropertyValue $ 350,000.00 $ 350,000.00 $ 350,000.00 $ 350,000.00 $ 350,000.00 $ 350,000.00 $ 350,000.00 $ 350,000.00 $ 350,000.00
ASFF Requistion $ 83169 $ 819.42 $ 871.85 $ 854.98 $ 83731 $ 87189 $ 84522 $ 818.97 $ 849.87
Residential $ 70350 $  1,022.25 $ 09169 $  1,04846 $ 124698 $ 135149 $ 153283 $ 183460 $  1,911.21
Total|$ 153519 |$  1,84167|$  1,86354|$  190344|$  208420|$  222338[$  237804|$ 265356 $ 276108
PropertyValue $ 450,000.00 $ 450,000.00 $ 450,000.00 $ 450,000.00 $ 450,000.00 $ 450,000.00 $ 450,000.00 $ 450,000.00 $ 450,000.00
ASFFRequistion $ 106932 $ 105354 $ 112095 $ 109926 $ 107654 $  1,121.00 $ 108671 $ 105296 $  1,092.69
Residential $ 90450 $ 131432 $ 127503 $  1,34802 $ 160326 $ 173763 $ 197078 $ 235877 $  2,457.27
Taxes|$  1,07382|$  2,367.86|$  2,39598|$  2447.28[$  2679.80 [$  2858.63[$ 305748 [$  341172|$ 354996
PropertyValue $ 600,000.00 $ 600,000.00 $ 600,000.00 $ 600,000.00 $ 600,000.00 $ 600,000.00 $ 600,000.00 $ 600,000.00 $ 600,000.00
ASFFRequistion $  1,425.76 $  1,40472 $  1,494.60 $ 146568 $ 143538 $ 149466 $ 144894 $  1,403.94 $  1,456.92
Residential $  1,206.00 $ 175242 $  1,700.04 $  1797.36 $ 213768 $ 231685 $ 262770 $ 314502 $  3,276.36
Taxes|$ 263176 [$  3157.14|$  3,19464|$  3,263.04[$  3573.06[$  381151|$ 407664 |$ 454896 |$  4,733.28
PropertyValue $ 800,000.00 $ 800,000.00 $ 800,000.00 $ 800,000.00 $ 800,000.00 $ 800,000.00 $ 800,000.00 $ 800,000.00 $ 800,000.00
ASFF Requistion $  1,901.01 $ 187296 $ 199280 $ 195424 $ 191384 $ 199288 $ 193192 $ 187192 $ 194256
Residential $  1,608.00 $ 233656 $ 226672 $ 23948 $ 285024 $ 308913 $ 350360 $ 419336 $  4,368.48
Taxes|$  350001|$  4,20052|$  425952|$  4350.72[$  4764.08[$  508201[$ 543552 [$  6065.28|$  6,311.04

The TIPPs program is available to pay your property taxes in monthly payments throughout the year. Payments
are withdrawn from your bank account on the 20™ of each month. If you wish to join TIPPs, there are

TIPPs (Tax Installment Pre-Payment Plan)

applications on our website or you may reach out at 403-783-3333.

Please note, if you want to be on TIPPs your account must be at a zero balance.



Ponoka County Regional Fire Services

In 2024 our East & West District Fire Services logged a total of 8,538 hours of service responding
to calls, practice and training. Our dedicated and selfless firefighters also logged a total of 1,803
community involvement hours. Thank you for your service!
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Agricultural Service Board

Weed Highlight

Himalayan Balsam (Impatiens Glandulifera)
Himalayan Balsam is an invasive speciesin
Alberta, listed as Prohibited Noxious under
the Alberta Weed Control Act. Native to the
Himalayas, it spreads rapidly along riverbanks
and disturbed areas, outcompeting native
plants and increasing erosion risks. This
annual plant can grow up to 3 meters tall and
is recognizable by its hollow stems, pink to
purple flowers, and explosive seed pods. Its
shallow, fibrous root system is less effective at
stabilizing soil compared to deeper-rooted
native plants, making erosion more likely,
especially along waterways. Himalayan
Balsam forms a dense, even-aged thicket that
significantly threatens local ecosystems.
Effective management strategies include
manual removal before seeding, regular
mowing, and herbicide use. Sightings should

be reported to Ponoka County Agricultural
Services to support control efforts.

Need help identifying a weed, plant, tree or insect?
Download the Ponoka County App and submit pictures to

the Agricultural Services Department.

cl\ B GooglePlay  just one click on the
App Store Ag Services icon
takes you directly
to a short form that

can be filled out.

Scan the QR code for a direct link to our app

=t

PONOKACOUNT!

Shelterbelt Program - 2026 Planting
The Shakti by TELUS Advantage

The shelterbelt program helps landowners in the prairies
design and plant shelterbelts to meet their needs. A variety of
trees and shrubs are hand-planted based on landowner
requirements. Trees and planting services for shelterbelt
programs are financed by Shakti’s partners and provided at

no cost to you.

Shelterbelts provide wind protection, reduce soil erosion and
drought effects, capture snow, enhance landscapes, support
wildlife, and contribute to carbon sequestration. Funding is

available, allowing these projects to be planted at no cost to

landowners.

Shakti by TELUS specializes in designing planting projects that
align with landowner, Indigenous, and government needs.

Services include tree sourcing, restoration, surveys, and seed
collection. A tech-forward approach optimizes for economic,

environmental, and cultural benefits.

For more information, contact Head Forester, Brant Broome

at brant@shaktitrees.com or 368-996-5170.




Agricultural Service Board

Ponoka County's Agricultural Service Board (ASB) is dedicated to supporting local agriculture through pest
management, weed control, and sustainable farming practices. The ASB provides resources, education and
programs to help farmers manage invasive species like clubroot as well as control noxious weeds and maintain soil
health. It also oversees inspections, promotes environmental stewardship and works closely with residents to
address agricultural challenges.

Please don’t hesitate to reach out to the Agricultural Department with any of your weed, pest, soil, water or spraying
questions.

Weed Inspections
In compliance with the Weed Control Act, Ponoka County
conducts regular weed inspections to prevent the spread of

Pest Inspections

Ponoka County conducts regular pest
inspections to manage and prevent the
spread of agricultural pests that can
threaten local crops and livestock. These

invasive species and to ensure that landowners maintain their

properties according to provincial standards. The purpose of these

inspections is to identify and control or eradicate noxious and inspections are carried out in compliance
prohibited noxious species early, preventing them from spreading with the Agricultural Pests Act and focus
further. Additionally, weed inspections aim to educate landowners on identifying and controlling pests such
by providing information on proper weed management practices as grasshoppers (insect), fusarium (fungal
and compliance requirements. All inspectors will be wearing high- disease), blackleg (fungal disease), and
visibility clothing and driving a county vehicle with the Ponoka clubroot (soil borne disease). These pests
County logo for easy identification. can all greatly reduce crop yield and
Residents are encouraged to report sightings of noxious and opaligis A e cibr sl HaRFearing
prohibited noxious weeds to the high-visibility clothing and driving a

county vehicle with the Ponoka County
I logo for easy identification.
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Agricultural Services Department to help protect
local ecosystems and agricultural lands.

Environmental Farm Plan

Ponoka County has an Environmental Farm Plan (EFP) Technician to assist local farmers in developing and
implementing their free EFP. The technician provides guidance on managing soil health, water resources, and
biodiversity while minimizing environmental risks. Through confidential one-on-one support, Ponoka County helps
farmers identify potential environmental impacts on their operations and create action plans to enhance sustainability
and compliance with best management practices. For more information on the Alberta Environmental Farm Plan,
contact devonlloyd@ponokacounty.com or visit www.albertaefp.com.


mailto:devonlloyd@ponokacounty.com
http://www.albertaefp.com/
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Gull Lake Public Boat Launches

Work began in February for the dredging of the Meadowbrook and Stoners Landing public boat launches to remove accumulated
sediment. This will allow users to safely navigate the launch without scraping the bottom of their boat. This work was completed in
compliance with Fisheries and Oceans Canada Routine Maintenance Dredging for Navigation Code of Practice.

Meadowbrook boat launch is located on the east side of Gull Lake (south of Raymond Shores) and Stoners Landing is located on
the west side of Gull Lake (south of the Parkland Beach area).

Dust. Control Program

Township Rd 422
O it bost Launch Applications for the dust control program will be open
from April 1, 2025 to May 17, 2025 to have your request

for dust controlin.

ese e @
Accessible from Lincoln road (Hwy 792)

The cost of calcium is $1.40/ft plus GST with a
minimum of 400’. The County subsidy is $275.00 per
residence. The total cost of 400’ to the residence will

St

B be $299.25.
@_ Gull Lake RV Lots
Oil based dust control is $10.73/ft with a rebate of
$2.00/ft. A minimum of 400’ is required.
L Please call the office at 403-783-3333 or email
£ ’ S— lornanorn@ponokacounty.com with
Township Rd 420 Public Boat Launch

your request for dust control by May 17, 2025




DO I NEED A PERMIT?

We are here to help you! A variety of permits are in place to protect your investment, public safety as well as County infrastructure.
Also, to be noted many insurance companies require construction projects to be properly permitted to be eligible for coverage.

Whether you are building your dream home, having landscaping bricks delivered for a project, operating a home based business,
setting off fireworks for a celebration, burning trees and yard waste after a good spring clean-up, hauling grain to the elevator,
bringing in silage in for your cattle, hauling manure out, or adding new construction of any kind to your acreage/farm; please check
if a permitis required.

Our website is a good place to start, and you can access all permit forms there. On the go? No problem, permits are also available

on the Ponoka County App. As always you are also welcomed to stop into the office or give us a call. If you are not sure, ask! Fire
Permits & Road Permits are no charge.

Development Permit | Fire Permit | Road Permit | Business Permit

Development in Ponoka County

I
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PROVINCIAL ADDITIONAL
DEVELOPMENT PERMIT BUILDING PERMIT(S) CONSIDERATIONS
« Apply to Ponoka County for a « Apply to Superior Safety « Check your Land Title, there
Development Permit. Codes for any/all Building may be restrictive covenants,
Permits as required by the caveats, agreements and
« The application is reviewed in Alberta Safety Codes Act: ) further encumbrance
conjunction with the Land Use = Building documents registered on title.
Bylaw with attention to Electrical
Y " ‘ - + Building Committee/Condo
property zoning (permitted & = Gas A iation/H
discretionary uses), including = Plumbing ssoc!a !on omeowner
" y Association approval may be
end-use, site layout and = Private Sewage . y .
SBthacKE, required prior to pursuing a
« Alberta New Home Warranty County Development Permit
www.ponokacounty.com Program, if applicable.
P ¥ 9 i « Provincial and Federal
www.superiorsafetycodes.com requirements; Transportation,
Environment, Energy
Did you know... Regulator, Public Health,. Food
Al . . . - Safety and more as applicable
The Municipal Government Act requires that Ponoka County review and issue Development Permits in

. o ' . to the Development) .

accordance with the Municipal Land Use Bylaw not only for Construction Development, but also for Business \ /
and Special Events. Ponoka County has applications for all 3 development types available on our website at:

www.ponokacounty.com/building--development.htm/




Municipal Election

2025 is a Municipal Election year. If you're considering running for office, there are some important things you need to be aware of.
. Candidates elected in the 2025 Municipal Election will be elected for a four-year term (2025-2029)
e A person may be nominated as a candidate in Ponoka County’s municipal election if on Nomination Day the person:
= is eligible to vote in that election
= is a Canadian citizen

= has been a resident of Ponoka County and the division in which they intend to run for the six (6) consecutive months preceding
Nomination Day

* is not otherwise ineligible or disqualified
e  Ponoka County’s boundaries between Divisions 3, 4 and 5 were amended based on a population change reflected in the 2021 census (see map
below). Please ensure that you know which division you are running in
e  NEW for the 2025 election — Prospective candidates are required to file a Notice of Intent to run. The notice must be filed before accepting
campaign contributions or incurring campaign expenses. Once the notice is processed, the individual’s name will be added to the register of
candidates on Ponoka County’s website.
Nomination papers and a deposit of $100 by cash, cheque money order or debit, as well as the Candidate Financial Information must be filed to the
Returning Officer during regular office hours between January 2, 2025 and 12:00 PM (Noon) on September 22, 2025 at:
Ponoka County Office
4205 Hwy #2A
Ponoka Alberta
A candidate guide is available on our website. Please click the “More” tab at the top right of the website and then scroll down to the bottom of the next
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Division 1 - Bryce Liddle | 403.963.2476

BrycelLiddle@ponokacounty.com

Division 2 — Mark Matejka | 403.783.9857
MarkMatejka@ponokacounty.com [Deputy Reeve]

Division 3- Doug Weir | 403.783.0394

DougWeir@ponokacounty.com

Division 4 — Paul McLauchlin | 780.995.7339

PaulMclLauchlin@ponokacounty.com [Reeve]

Division 5 - Nancy Hartford | 403.783.9895

NancyHartford@ponokacounty.com

5 CAO - Peter Hall | 403.783.3333
Photo Credit: Paige Kinnaird PeterHall@ponokacounty.com
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