
A Message from the Reeve 
 

Covid Sucks!  There, you were thinking it and I said it.  I do not have to tell you how tough 
the year has been for all of us.  Instead, I want to provide some positive messaging on 
behalf of the staff and council of Ponoka County.  You have all responded incredibly to the 
pandemic by working together as a community.  Our seniors’ lodges, FCSS, health care 
workers and every one of you have responded brilliantly by taking care of those most 
vulnerable in our communities and giving each other a helping hand when and where 
necessary.  The communities of Rimbey, Ponoka and Ponoka County have exhibited 
incredible resilience to the pandemic situation.  Collectively the biggest goal to keep in the 
forefront as we emerge from the pandemic is to continue to support each other in all ways, 
shop our local businesses, support our community groups, and do what we can to make up 
for lost time as a community.  
  
I have the great fortune of being part of a tremendous team of staff, administration, 
leadership, and council.  This has allowed us to take [even though stressful at times] all 
challenges in stride.  We have pivoted, responded, and acted to maintain as much normalcy 
in the delivery of services to our ratepayers as is possible. 
  

 
 

VIRTUAL COUNCIL MEETINGS & PUBLIC HEARINGS 
Council Mee�ngs and related Public Hearings will con�nue to be live streamed  
via Zoom un�l further no�ce. This allows for public involvement and  
par�cipa�on during the Covid-19 pandemic, as space constraints limit physical atendance 
opportuni�es. Mee�ng instruc�ons and access code details are available on our website. *This 
includes dial in phone op�ons. 
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• Employee Profiles and Retirement Announcements 
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• Public Works Infrastructure 
• Municipal Election 2021 
• Fire Permits  
  

 
and more… 

HIGHLIGHTS:   

The nomination period is open from January 4 

through September 20, 2021. Electoral candidate 

forms and other 2021 election information is 

available on our website @ 

www.ponokacounty.com 

Municipal Election Day is Monday 
October 18, 2021 

continued page 4… 



REMINDER 
 

Tax notices are due and 
payable on or before 

 July 31, 2021. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Payment Options: 
 

• cheque or cash 
 

• e-payment/online 
banking 
 

• in-person banking with 
remittance slip 
 

• TIPPS [monthly 
preauthorized debit 
agreement] *Tax account 
must be at a zero balance to 
start, forms available online. 
 

• OptionPay [credit card] 
* Service is available online 
only, note that there is a 
standard sliding scale 
transaction service fee. 

* For complete detail see page eight of the audited financial statement, available online. 
@ www.ponokacounty.com/administrationfinance 

 

 

  

 

REVENUE CATEGORY 2020 Budget 2020 Actual 
Net Municipal Taxes 17,474,855.00 17,788,708.00 
User Fees/Sale of Goods 964,820.00 1,032,468.00 
Government Transfers for Operating 266,939.00 1,265,310.00 
Investment Income 302,500.00 266,980.00 
Penalties & Costs of Taxes 214,000.00 545,890.00 
Rentals 41,000.00 38,143.00 
Development Levies - 175,349.00 
TOTAL REVENUES 19,264,114.00 21,112,888.00 

EXPENSE CATEGORY 2020 Budget 2020 Actual 
Legislative 399,000.00 327,118.00 
Administration 2,056,700.00 2,222,591.00 
Fire 1,449,000.00 1,384,807.00 
Public Works 14,858,500.00 9,411,932.00 
Waste Management 1,253,500.00 1,493,871.00 
Requisitions 1,647,375.00 1,929,250.00 
Capital 2,471,000.00 4,405,254.00 
Industry Write-Offs 200,000.00 1,973,152.00 
Agriculture Service Board 973,461.00 762,491.00 
TOTAL EXPENSES 25,308,536.00 23,910,466.00 
   
Government Transfers 3,460,920.00 3,533,307.00 
Excess (deficiency) Revenue over 
Expenses 

-2,583,502.00 1,045,815.00 

2020 PERCENTAGE OF TAXES – Tax Revenue Contribution by Category 

Tax Category  Detail % 
Farmland 2.85 
Residential 25.3 
Commercial 7.86 
Telecommunications cable, 
power, pipelines & wells 

44.62 

Above-ground industrial 
facilities 

19.37 

Total 100%  
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2020 BUDGET SUMMARY 



 2020 Mill Rates  

 LEGISLATIVE 0.024 
ADMINISTRATION 0.155 
PUBLIC WORKS 0.666 
PROVINCIAL SCHOOL 
REQUISITION 

2.560 

CAPITAL 0.310 
INDUSTRY WRITEOFFS 0.140 
REQUISITIONS/ DONATIONS 0.137 
WASTE MANAGEMENT 0.105 
AGRICULTURE SERVICE BOARD 0.055 
PROTECTIVE SERVICES 0.098 
TOTAL RESIDENTIAL MILL RATE 4.250 

 

 RESIDENTIAL 

FARMLAND 

LEGISLATIVE 0.084 
ADMINISTRATION 0.551 
PUBLIC WORKS 2.361 
PROVINCIAL SCHOOL 
REQUISITION 

2.560 

CAPITAL 1.103 
INDUSTRY WRITEOFFS 0.498 
REQUISITIONS 0.486 
WASTE MANAGEMENT 0.372 
AGRICULTURE SERVICE BOARD 0.192 
PROTECTIVE SERVICES 0.348 
TOTAL RESIDENTIAL MILL RATE 8.555 
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History on the Move…  
In February of 2021 Bobtail Road Bridge east of Hwy #2A on 
Township Road 434 was upgraded to a 9.6m wide, 62 tonne 
H-pile structure. Pictured on the left is the older bridge on 
route to its new location.  It was purchased privately. 
 
Background Statistics:  
The older bridge was originally placed in 1920 as a 4.9m wide 
bridge with a 57-tonne capacity, in 1983 it was widened to 
7.6m.  



Tom Webber has provided 
notice of his retirement 
effective June 25, 2021. Tom 
started with Ponoka County in 
1986 as the Financial Controller 
and very soon became the 
Assistant Chief Administrative 
Officer in 1987. He has always 
said that his duties were 
everything that the Chief 
Administrative Officer did not 
want to do and that is a fairly 
accurate assessment.  

As part of his role, he was responsible for school bussing for 
several years when the school operation was part of the 
County’s jurisdiction. Also included in his ACAO role, he 
performed the County’s Development Officer duties since 1995. 
He has issued approximately 4,000 development permits to 
County residents since that time. He has overseen the general 
office operations and our waste management services.  

Tom’s commitment to the residents of Ponoka County has been 
exemplary for the past 35 years and he will be deeply missed by 
all. Council and staff congratulate Tom on his retirement and 
wish him and his family the very best in the future.  

Message from the Reeve continued… 
 
Covid has reiterated to us the importance of strong 
community, of reliable service, good broadband, public 
safety, and food security.  Our community halls and service 
clubs have been harmed tremendously, continue to support 
them.  Thank you to everyone for all that you do.  The 
Staff of Ponoka County have continued to take pride in 
providing the best service possible, thank you.  Have you 
socially distantly hugged a grader operator today? Thank 
you for all you do.  To our front-line health care staff, first 
responders, and ancillary public service providers: thank 
you for all you do. 
 
If there is one thing Covid has taught us is self reliance for 
food and a healthy agriculture sector is a pillar in the 
foundation of a resilient community.  We collectively need 
to continue to support our hard-working local agricultural 
sector as they move forward in their businesses to feed 
Canada and the world.  They have been the foundational 
heroes through all this pain. Thank-you.  
 
Finally, as you have likely seen [heard or read] unpaid oil 
and gas taxes has placed tremendous financial pressure on 
many rural municipalities in Alberta.  We have had most of 
our oil and gas partners pay their taxes or make 
arrangements that best suit their fiscal situation.  We, 
Ponoka County, want a healthy and strong oil and gas 
industry as they are an integral part of what makes our 
region successful.  Ponoka County will never want to have 
a few bad actors paint a brush for the entire sector and will 
work hard to ensure that outstanding taxes are collected, as 
they should be, and as others in the industry have so 
respectively done. 
 
It is with great pride in this fantastic community that 
Ponoka County Council, the staff, and leadership team 
provide you with the best service we can.  Thank you for 
allowing us the opportunity to serve you. The light can be 
seen at the end of the tunnel. 
 
Regards, 
Paul McLauchlin, Reeve 
on Behalf of the Ponoka County Team 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(a) rimbeycrimewatch@outlook.com  
(b) prcwa3@gmail.com 
(c) radcops@gmail.com  

Be part of the solution. 
Inquire about becoming a 
member of the Rimbey(a) and 
or Ponoka(b) Rural Crime 
Watch, as well as Rimbey & 
District Citizens on Patrol(c). 
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Ponoka County has been fortunate 
to have several long-term, dedicated 
employees.  

One such employee, Herb Schwingel 
has recently announced his 
retirement effective May 1, 2021.  

Herb’s career with the County spans 
47 years. Having started in 1974 on 
the road construction crew and 
culminating as Public Works 
Superintendent.  

 Under Herb’s influence and guidance, the Public Works 
Department has developed into an efficient operation 
including road construction, planning, maintenance, 
equipment procurement, gravel crushing and staffing.  

Council and Administration of Ponoka County congratulate 
Herb on his retirement and thank him for his service to our 
community.  

mailto:rimbeycrimewatch@outlook.com
mailto:prcwa3@gmail.com
mailto:radcops@gmail.com


KNOW BEFORE YOU GO… 
Behind the scenes various tasks such as sorting, compacting, hauling, and transporting waste items are completed on an ongoing basis. 
A large component of the waste program is having the ability to separate disposal items properly, and you play a key role when you 
visit our sites. Improper sorting of waste can cause explosions, fires, and injuries.  
 

Q Do you accept paint cans and aerosols?  Q Do you accept tires? 
A Yes, all sites accept these year-round.   A Yes, at all locations.  
 

Q Do you accept used oil?    Q Can I dispose of fence wire?  
A Yes; please note that other chemicals  A Yes, (remove any wood components 
  and/ or debris cannot be mixed in.      or posts).  
 

Q Do you take hunting/carcass waste?   Q Do you accept manure? 
A No      A No 
 

Q Do you accept propane tanks?   Q Do you accept vehicle batteries?  
A Yes, accepted at all locations.    A Yes, accepted at all locations. 
 

Q Do you accept silage tarps?     
A Yes, rolled & tied tightly with twine (no wire).  A Grain Bag Recycle Program is available in partnership 
   *Bags are available if you prefer that method.    with Lacombe and Red Deer County, more info online. 
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County Waste Site Locations 
 
Bluffton Landfill 
Ph: 403.843.3497 
NE 6-44-2-W5 
1 mile north of Bluffton on RR 30 
 

Hours of Operation: 
Wednesday & Saturday 9am-5pm 
 
Rimbey Waste Transfer Station 
Ph: 403.843.2950 
NE 28-42-2-W5 
6200-40th Street 
 

Hours of Operation: 
Open: Tuesday & Saturday 9am-5pm 
 
Ponoka Waste Transfer Station 
Ph: 403.783.8796 
NE 36-42-26-W4 
From Hwy 2A drive ½ mile west on 39th Ave 
 

Hours of Operation: 
Open: Wednesday & Saturday 9am-6pm 
 
Mecca Glen Waste Transfer Station 
SW 29-42-23-W4 
From Hwy #53 turn south onto RR 235 
 

Hours of Operation:  
Tuesday & Saturday 9am-6pm 
 
 
 
 

 

transport waste out to the Bluffton Landfill. Also, propane tanks, appliances and 
refrigerators and wire that are sorted when ratepayers bring waste in are loaded 
and hauled to various locations for recycling, freon discharge and safe disposal. 
Trees and yard waste are also hauled off-site. Doug and his coworkers also keep 
the site clean, harrowed, and bladed for cleanliness and safety for staff and 
ratepayers.    

‘I enjoy my 
coworkers and seeing 

the public.’ 

Bomag Refuse Compactor - Bluffton Landfill 

Doug Tucker is a familiar face to many as he has 
spent most of his life in the Ponoka area. After a 
successful 40+ year career with AGT and Fortis he 
retired. Shortly after he realized he preferred to be 
busier and joined the team at Ponoka County.  
 
Doug is one of a few staff that works at the Ponoka 
Waste Transfer Station. You will recognize his 
smile as he is around to lend a hand on 
Wednesday and Saturdays when the waste 
transfer station is open to the public.  On closed 
days, he and the other staff are still busy working. 
Doug spends his time loading large haul trucks that  
 



Tree Education & Preservation 
 

In our central region we have many varieties of 
native tree species, and even more that have been 
introduced into yard and shelterbelt locations. 
Trees offer shelter, beautification, privacy, land 
preservation and animal habitat however at times 
pest and disease control can become a challenge.  
 

If you have an interest in learning more or have 
specific concerns on your property, the link to 
watch a 6-part series featuring Arborist(s) and 
experts in Alberta is posted below.  

  

 

 
 

Regulated Invasive 
Weeds 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Meadow Hawkweed    Scentless Chamomile 

White Cockle 

Tall  
Buttercup 

The County’s annual roadside spraying 
program functions as a partnership with 

landowners to limit the spread of noxious 
weeds to adjacent properties. Invasive plant 
stewardship programs are in place to ensure 
protection of all lands within Ponoka County 

to sustain future viability. Weed management 
is relevant on all land types ranging from 
crops and grasslands to lakeside and rural 

acreages. 
 

Report invasive weeds [with a photo] to 
Ponoka County Ag Services on our free 

Ponoka County App. 
 
 

Learn more about invasive species in our 
region at www.abinvasives.ca 
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“What’s Wrong with My Trees”  
https://youtu.be/RJ0JQdIrhQA 

QR code links directly to the 
YouTube series. Scan & 
watch.  

Mike Leavitt is part of the 
Ponoka County Public Works 
Department. He started in 2006 as a 
participant in RAP [Registered 
Apprenticeship Program]. In the 
time Mike has been with the County 
he has gained experience in various 
roles ranging from shop mechanics & 
heavy-duty equipment as well as 
working on the road construction 
crew, primarily operating road 
packer. In 2010 Mike ran grader for 
Division 4 and after a couple years 
had opportunity to switch gears and 
move to operating plow truck for 
winter, and gravel haul in the 
summer months for the road 
maintenance program. Mike and his 
young family call the Ponoka area 
home.  

 

http://www.abinvasives.ca/
https://youtu.be/RJ0JQdIrhQA


Point of Reference: 
 

Another common bridge design utilized in 
our region is the H Pile Design. H piles are 
driven into the ground to an engineered 
depth for bridge foundations, then a 5mm 
backwall is installed behind those piles to 
a depth typically just below streambed, the 
backwall is in place to protect riverbanks 
and fill. Over time a common maintenance 
issue is erosion of fill material around 
structural components. Erosion is caused 
by rain, flash storms, spring run off and 
normal streambed water flow, eventually it 
creates a void behind the backwall which 
ultimately results in the collapse of 
roadway.  
 
Advancements in engineering design offer 
municipalities site-specific engineering and 
design options on future projects, with 
more successful outcomes for budget 
attainability and long-term structural 
sustainability. Both H pile and substructure 
bridge designs have a place in successful 
infrastructure planning. 
 

*BRIDGE TYPE COST COMPARABLES:   
H Pile Construction Method $ 1,300,000.00 

Sheet Pile Construction Method $739,300.00 
Costing Savings of $560,700.00 

 

   

 

 

  

 

 

 
 

Roadways are an integral part of our municipal infrastructure providing accessibility for residents as well as local opportunities for 
business, and industry. The County maintains 72 bridge and 88 large culverts (1,500mm+ in diameter). All 160 structures are 
regularly inspected to ensure public road safety and responsible fiscal planning regarding upkeep and new construction.   
 
In the fall of 2020 two bridges located on Township Road 450 & Range Road 44 and Township Road 432 & Range Road 43 were 
replaced with Sheet Pile Substructure construction. This bridge design has been proven in British Columbia and Europe and are the 
3rd and 4th bridges of this type in Alberta. The substructure system consists of 9.5mm thick galvanized interlocking sheets that are 
essentially a steel wall driven into the ground to an engineered depth thus providing a load bearing foundation AND abutment 
backwall as one component. In addition to a shorter construction timeline this process has a lower environmental impact during 
and after construction as little or no excavation is required and longer girder options available [up to 18m] often eliminate the need 
for stream & riverbed pier/supports. The sheet pile abutment system protects against scour and undermining of the bridge backwall 
as they are twice as thick and installed as one entity to the full depth of the structure; therefore, our typical summer storms that 
cause fast erosion and sediment deposits become less of a threat to the overall structural integrity of the sheet pile substructure 
design. Ponoka County worked with industry leaders on design and construction of these two new bridges, achieving an overall cost 
savings of more than half a million dollars*, derived largely from shorter construction timelines and re-engineering a 3-span girder 
to a longer 1-span girder system.  
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Sheet Pile Substructure Schematic 
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Birds Eye View 
Sheet Pile Substructure 

 
 

Creekside View 
Sheet Pile Substructure 

SHORTER TIMELINE | LESS EXPENSE 
 



Fostering Industry and Protecting Infrastructure 
Ponoka County Road Permits 

 
3 or more legal loads per day require a Road Use Permit. Use our online 

services or contact our Road Use Coordinator @ 403.783.3375 for your free 
permit. 

 

 
 

Permits can be requested 7 days a week through the Ponoka County App as 
well as submitted through our website.  

 

Ponoka County Office | 4205 Hwy #2A | Ponoka Alberta | T4J 1V9 
 

403.783.3333 | www.ponokacounty.com 

 

FIRE PERMIT SEASON 
is March 1-October 31 

 
 
 
 

Do you have a Fire Permit?  
 

Obtain your permit [free] on our app or website 
before lighting a fire or discharging fireworks. 

 

www.ponokacounty.com 

Division 1 – Bryce Liddle | 403.963.2476 | BryceLiddle@ponokacounty.com [Deputy Reeve] 
Division 2 – Mark Matejka | 403.783.9857 | MarkMatejka@ponokacounty.com 
Division 3 – Doug Weir | 403.783.0394 | DougWeir@ponokacounty.com 
Division 4 – Paul McLauchlin | 780.995.7339 | PaulMcLauchlin@ponokacounty.com [Reeve] 
Division 5 – Nancy Hartford | 403.783.9895 | NancyHartford@ponokacounty.com 

Ponoka County Council 

1 2 3 4 
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