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I am proud to bring greetings on behalf of Ponoka County Council. Additionally,
I wanted to say congratulations to our council on their re-election. Although
there were a few democratic contests for council positions, I am happy to say
our entire council was re-elected and most significantly (and frankly highly
impressive) Ponoka County will have had the exact same council for three
consecutive terms which says much for the great work that your council does
on behalf of all our ratepayers. Aside from that news however, the one thing
that is certain in life is change and we are seeing change in Ponoka County.
With the chaotic and uncertain last two years we have begun to see that the
rural lifestyle, while always appealing, has had some tremendous shine, and has
started to attract increased interest. A high number of rezoning and subdivision
requests have been received in the last two years. This demand has put pressure
on the balancing act that the County must maintain while recognizing the need
to support agriculture, the right of individual landowners to subdivide and the
wishes of folks to move here for a new lifestyle. Rest assured Council takes this
balancing act seriously and ensures that decisions are weighted in the need to
support agriculture while meeting the demands of land use and population
density increases.
The expectations of existing residents
and new residents have one thing in
common: high levels of service and
access. With severe weather there
are pressures to get the roads
cleared; with more people working
from home there are pressures on
access to broadband and our ancillary
roads. With new residents there is a
need for understanding that the rural
lifestyle comes with dust, noise, and
smells and at times, all three at once.
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REMINDER

Reeve Paul McLauchlin
Division 4 Councillor

Taxes are due &
payable on or before
July 29, 2022
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Your Council will continue to educate, support, and maintain what makes Ponoka County one of the last truly rural
municipalities in Alberta and a bastion of the rural ethos. With this, however, comes the understanding that modernization
is inevitable, that change is certain, and that diversification is required.
Future needs of development of the QE II Highway corridor, increased and consistent broadband access, and maintaining
access of goods to market are the priorities of this Council to meet the current and future demands. We have a respect of
the past and are building for the future, we endeavour to meet these new demands with the goal of balance and future
focus with a great team of management and staff at Ponoka County, an experienced council, and amazing neighbours new
and old. This, I believe, is why Ponoka County has been successful in the past and will continue to be successful in the future.
All of this occurs in one of the lowest tax environments of any municipality in Alberta and for that, you can be proud.
Reeve Paul McLauchlin
Division 4 Councillor

2021 BUDGET SUMMARY
REVENUE CATEGORY

FIRE PERMIT SEASON
is March 1-October 31

Net Municipal Taxes
User Fees/Sale of Goods
Government Transfers for Operating
Investment Income
Penalties & Costs of Taxes
Rentals
Development Levies

TOTAL REVENUES
EXPENSE CATEGORY

Do you have a Fire
Permit?

Obtain your permit
[free] on our app or
website before lighting a
fire or discharging
fireworks.

Legislative
Administration
Fire/Bylaw Enforcement
Public Works
Waste Management
Requisitions
Amortization

Provision for Uncollectable Accounts & Taxes

Agriculture Service Board

TOTAL EXPENSES

Deficiency of Revenue over Expenses prior to
Government Transfers
Government Transfers

Excess (deficiency) Revenues over Expenses

Less Net Acquisitions of Tangible Capital Assets

Increase in Net Assets before change in
inventories and prepaid expenses

2021 Budget

17,339,855.00
826,420.00
241,128.00
252,000.00
206,500.00
38,000.00
18,903,903.00

2021 Budget

2021 Actual

17,607,752.00
1,081,231.00
303,606.00
211,071.00
353,358.00
35,851.00
259,233.00
19,852,102.00

2021 Actual

388,000.00
2,170,500.00
1,518,500.00
16,506,500.00
1,368,500.00
1,644,622.00
1,871,000.00
800,000.00
987,177.00
27,254,799.00
-8,350,896.00

370,727.00
2,100,161.00
1,251,656.00
8,413,930.00
1,333,273.00
1,786,375.00
4,415,750.00
1,763,747.00
780,107.00
22,215,726.00
-2,363,624.00

5,552,263.00
-2,798,633.00
-0
-2,798,633.00

6,113,918.00
-3,750,294.00
-3,426,069.00
324,225.00

* For complete detail see page seven of the audited financial statement, available
online. www.ponokacounty.com/departments/administration&finance
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2021 Mill Rates
RESIDENTIAL
LEGISLATIVE
ADMINISTRATION
PUBLIC WORKS
PROVINCIAL SCHOOL
REQUISITION
CAPITAL
INDUSTRY WRITEOFFS
REQUISITIONS/ DONATIONS
WASTE MANAGEMENT
AGRICULTURE SERVICE BOARD
PROTECTIVE SERVICES
TOTAL RESIDENTIAL MILL RATE

0.034
0.152
0.625
2.640
0.338
0.135
0.152
0.101
0.051
0.102
4.33

FARMLAND
LEGISLATIVE
ADMINISTRATION
PUBLIC WORKS
PROVINCIAL SCHOOL
REQUISITION
CAPITAL
INDUSTRY WRITEOFFS
REQUISITIONS
WASTE MANAGEMENT
AGRICULTURE SERVICE BOARD
PROTECTIVE SERVICES
TOTAL FARMLAND MILL RATE

0.120
0.540
2.216
2.640
1.199
0.480
0.540
0.360
0.180
0.360
8.635

Requisitions are collected and remitted by Ponoka
County as mandated by the Municipal Government Act.

Keeping Our Communities Safe
To become a volunteer member of your local Crimewatch organization contact any of the following groups:
Rimbey Rural Crimewatch
Rimbey & District Citizens on Patrol
Gull Lake Citizens on Patrol

rimbeycrimewatch@outlook.com
radcops@gmail.com
glncop03@gmail.com

•

The RCMP work with all organizations noted above; to report a concern, suspicious activity, fraud, or a nonemergency crime you can use the new RCMP App on your mobile device, download for free from the app store.
You may also call your local RCMP detachment @ 403.783.4472 Ponoka | 403.843.2224 Rimbey

•

If you witness a crime IN PROGRESS, call 911.
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The TRASHY Reality
We all contribute to our local landfill in one way or another. The
County would like to encourage our facility users to help keep our
staff safe. When loading up for your weekly dump-run please
consider that basic sorting is an important part of the unloading
process. The County has many regulations to meet and follow
regarding proper waste disposal. Sorting is done into various
categories including yard debris (burn pile), metals, household,
AG plastics, and more.
Our Waste Services Department has noticed a considerable
increase in disposable electronics containing batteries. When
batteries are discarded within household garbage, they are often
unknowingly hidden and transported to the landfill. They are then
dumped and processed by compaction into landfill waste cells.
During compaction household garbage is ripped apart and spread
around by heavy duty equipment [and staff]. This is a process that
helps initiate decomposition, over time. While these steps are
being carried out the disturbance of ‘hidden’ or improperly
disposed of items [specifically batteries] often causes explosions
and fire ignition.
Proper disposal of all battery types will reduce explosions and
resulting fires, creating safer workspace for our staff as well as less
damage to equipment. WE ACCEPT ALL TYPES OF BATTERIES.
When disposing of your garbage at any of our locations please
keep all batteries separate and ask a staff member where to place
them for proper disposal.

Scan the QR code to
learn more about
lithium-ion batteries
& fire hazards.
Lithium-ion batteries are commonly used in:
Cell phone
Laptop
Camera
Hearing aids
Remote control cars &
other toys
• Electric Vehicles
• Household standards
A, AA, AAA C & D

•
•
•
•
•

Lithium-ion batteries are considered a Class B
fire; therefore, a standard ABC or dry chemical
fire extinguisher may be used for extinguishing.

County Waste Disposal Locations
Bluffton Landfill

NE 6-44-2-W5
1 mile north of Bluffton on RR 30

Hours of Operation:
Wednesday & Saturday 9am-5pm

Rimbey Waste Transfer Station
Ph: 403.843.2950
NE 28-42-2-W5
6200-40th Street

Hours of Operation:
Open: Tuesday & Saturday 9am-5pm

Ponoka Waste Transfer Station

Ph: 403.783.8796
NE 36-42-26-W4
From Hwy 2A drive ½ mile west on 39th Ave

Hours of Operation:
Open: Wednesday & Saturday 9am-6pm
Bomag equipment compacting garbage in
the landfill cell. Water is being applied to
curtail fire hazard.
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Mecca Glen Waste Transfer Station
SW 29-42-23-W4
From Hwy #53 turn south onto RR 235

Hours of Operation:
Tuesday & Saturday 9am-6pm

Thank-you to all Ponoka
County
Firefighters [along with their families and
employers]. The hours of commitment
each year these members dedicate to
training, volunteering and being on-call
at all hours is appreciated. Our
communities value you and your
dedication to the fire service. Knowing
we can count on you in all types of
situations; motor vehicle accidents,
wildfires, structure fires, farm accidents,
medical/community assistance as well as
education for the public and youth is
reassuring.
Your positive presence in the community
is invaluable!

If you’ve been fortunate enough to enjoy a beautiful fall evening on a
prairie grain farm you can likely smell the harvest air just looking at this
photo. Possibly, you have participated in a harvest as a member of a farm
family diligently making progress to get crops into bins before moisture hits
and winter settles in. Safety is of importance to everyone involved and
usually things go well. Unless they don’t.
Ponoka County Regional Fire Service has 2 certified master trainers* for
Firefighter Grain Engulfment Rescue [Stan Schultz and Donna Noble].
Donna and Stan have trained multiple firefighters in our jurisdiction and
beyond. The training includes practical real-life scenarios and hands on
rescue with specialty equipment. The equipment has been donated to our
regional fire services by G3 Canada Ltd. (Stettler Elevator) and is available
to our first responders should the need arise.
The training is done with an enclosed trailer set-up that has an open roof
access to simulate a bin or grain truck scenario. The volunteer victim is
partially buried in a load of grain. The training involves placing the four-part
cylindrical rescue tube around the victim, and drill-auguring the grain out
of the rescue tube in a safe manner and repeating the process until the
victim can be removed from the grain entirely. Bottom left two photos
highlight portions of a grain engulfment rescue training session.

*Master Training Certification is done through the
Canadian Agriculture Safety Association (CASA).
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Subdividing Land in Ponoka County

Ponoka County is home to a variety of topographies including quality
farmland, rolling sandy hills, densely treed areas, grazing/grassland,
and a variety of lakes & low-lying regions.

There are governances in place protecting various land uses. Before
considering a Subdivision of your property, it is helpful for you to:

1. Know your zoning; are you eligible for subdivision?
•

Land zoning is noted on your Tax Assessment Notice.
Alternately, you can view zoning of all County lands on our
website; www.ponokacounty.com under Development
scroll down to the Individual Zoning Maps and view your
township pdf, the map will show all land zoning by
geographical region.

•

Reference Land Use By-Law 7-08-LU for detail about what your land zoning permits. The Land Use By-Law
can be found under the Development tab on our website. *Your land possibly requires application for
rezoning prior to subdivision.

2. Understand your land use district regulations.
•

Land Use District Regulations can be found on the website within the Land Use By-Law 7-08-LU. Find
answers to common questions on permitted uses for a parcel of land; home business, livestock & animals,
multiple residences, accessory building locations, building setbacks and so on.

3. Consider the cost and timelines.
•
•

•

Application fee (single lot $600), (multi-lot $1,000 plus $100 per lot created); full fee chart at
www.ponokacounty.com/development/guidetosubdivisions.pdf
Additional costs can include but are not limited to:
• Surveying (can vary depending on complexity of the shape, number of lots, location etc.)
• Approach construction or upgrades, and internal roads if applicable
• Land titles fees [plan registration and titles]
• Multi-Lot subdivision may require the completion of an Area Structure Plan, drainage plan,
water/sewer plan. An application to create a 6th lot on a quarter section triggers the need for a
water study.
Completing a subdivision varies based on each individual application. The Municipal Government Act governs
the subdivision process and requires that Ponoka County notify appropriate government agencies and
various affected parties (including adjacent landowners). There are minimum requirement timelines
attached to each step of the process.
The Municipal Rural Address System [blue sign] was implemented for Ponoka County
residents in 2010, primarily for emergency services dispatch. Generally, rural residents
have three ‘addresses’:
 LEGAL address - assigned by Land Titles
 MAILING address - assigned by Canada Post
 MUNICIPAL address [blue sign] - assigned by Ponoka County
*Further detail regarding your municipal address and how to understand it can be
viewed at www.ponokacounty.com/maps
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Debbi Raugust
When I walked out of high
school in 1980 after winning a
“typing competition” for a
summer student data entry
position at the County of
Ponoka #3, I had no idea that
it would turn into a full-time
job, or that I would stay there
forever. I never did get to do
any “data entry” as the
system
wasn’t
fully
operational until much later
that year. Instead, because of an opening and the fact that
they knew I could type, I was offered the position of
Executive Secretary; it’s the position I still hold today.
Over the years, I’ve assisted various departments; public
works, development, busing (back when we were still
partners with the School Board) and the Peace Officers.
My job as Executive Secretary provides opportunity to
work closely with Administration and Council. I’ve worked
with 12 different Councils and 3 different C.A.O.’s in my
42 years of serving the County, and I’ve recorded over
1,000 sets of council minutes.
The people I have worked with over the years have
become family; some I have worked with for most of my
time here. They have watched me get married, have
children and now grandchildren. When the County and
School separated, only four women moved with the
County. That number has now increased to seven with the
need to address regional fire, health & safety, and the
sheer volume of public works projects. Most recently we
have taken over the subdivision approval process.
I still enjoy looking after road permits and have been
thoroughly encouraged by the number of custom haulers
and farmers who are jumping on board with the County
App permitting system. It’s available 24/7, it’s simple and
best of all, it’s FREE!
God willing, I will be here for a few more years before
facing the inevitable (and enviable) retirement years.

Fostering Industry and
Protecting Infrastructure

Ponoka County Road Permits

3 or more legal loads per day
require a Road Use Permit. Use our
online services or contact our Road
Use Coordinator @ 403.783.3375 for
your free permit.
Permits can be requested 7 days a
week on your smartphone via
Ponoka County App as well as
through our website.

Township Road 442
March 2022
When it comes to snow and ice removal Ponoka County
utilizes 5 plow trucks, 9 graders and 2 tractors to clear
roadways. Typically, graders handle the gravel roads, tractors
do subdivisions and the plow-trucks handle chip seal and
pavement. The goal for snow removal is to respond quickly
and safely and completion timelines vary based on the length
and severity of the weather system. Road checks are
performed on a regular basis, usually in the early hours of the
morning to ensure equipment is out at the earliest time
possible.
Our goal is to have gravel roads completely cleared in 4 days,
and the paved, chip-seal & subdivisions in 10 hours. Ponoka
County utilizes 5 plow trucks for 275 km’s of pavement and 9
graders for the 1,700 km’s of gravel.
Please note that Mainroad Alberta Contracting is the Alberta
Transportation contractor that handles snow removal for all
numbered highways within Ponoka County. www.mainroad.ca

Public Works 2021 – Summary








Road Gravelling Program – 167,598.78 tonnes of gravel hauled and graded onto township and range roads
Gravel Crushing – 207,100 tonnes crushed
Bridges – 5 bridges were replaced and/or structurally upgraded
Paving – 3.9 miles of paving completed
Dust control – 271 locations of calcium dust control & 17 locations of oil dust control applied
Chip Seal – sweeping/patching/and new areas completed
Upgrading (road construction) – 8 miles over 4 locations plus 1 mile of reconstruction and 1.5 miles of clay cap
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Ponoka County Council

2021 Canadian Census Results
Source: Statistics Canada, 2021 Census Population

Municipal District of Ponoka County saw a 2%
increase in population / growth of 192 people which
translates into a total of 3.6 population density per square
kilometre.

Ponoka County Population 2021 – 9,998
2016 – 9,806

Back Row L to R: Paul McLauchlin, Mark Matejka
Front Row L to R: Doug Weir, Nancy Hartford, Bryce Liddle

Division 1 – Bryce Liddle | 403.963.2476
BryceLiddle@ponokacounty.com [Deputy Reeve]
Division 2 – Mark Matejka | 403.783.9857
MarkMatejka@ponokacounty.com
Division 3 – Doug Weir | 403.783.0394
DougWeir@ponokacounty.com
Division 4 – Paul McLauchlin | 780.995.7339
PaulMcLauchlin@ponokacounty.com [Reeve]
Division 5 – Nancy Hartford | 403.783.9895
NancyHartford@ponokacounty.com



Gone But Not Forgotten
In Memoriam …

Mr. Harvey Bruce Burton
Mr. John Magnus Olson
Mr. Thomas George Webber
Rob Johnson, East District Fire Chief

Ponoka County Administration Oﬃce | 4205 Hwy #2A | Ponoka Alberta | T4J 1V9
403.783.3333 | www.ponokacounty.com

